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850-1054, for the benefit of posterity. In this family chronicle
one of the outstanding figures is a certain Rabbi Paltiel b.
Shefatia, who, it is reported, won the confidence of the Fatimid
ruler al-Mu*izz by his astrological knowledge when the latter's
troops were besieging Oria in Southern Italy. Al-Mu'izz made
him counsellor and Vizier of his kingdom in Maghrib
(Kairuwan) and later at Cairo. In this capacity he also served
the following Caliph, al-'Aziz. The chronicle of Ahima'az
deals in detail 2 with the wondrous rise of this Habbi Paltiel,
relating the considerable part he played in the conquest of
Egypt and the establishment of the Fatirnid Empire, and says
of him : £< Further details regarding the deeds of Paltiel,
how the King set "him in charge of all his treasures and gave "Him
the control of the Kingdom of Egypt and the Kingdom of the
Syrians as far as Mesopotamia and over the Land of Israel
unto Jerusalem, as also of his ruling, his power, and his wealth
whereby the King raised him on high and distinguished him,
are written in the books of the history of the Egyptian
Kingdom." *•
That such a figure as Rabbi Paltiel, who, according to the
chronicle, must have played so considerable a part in the
public life of the Fatimid period, should be mentioned in the
Arabic sources of that period must naturally be expected.
This expectation, however, is not fulfilled. None of the
numerous Arabic works on the Fatimid period mention any
PaltleL Considering the friendly attitude of the Fatimids
towards the Jews, the reticence of the sources regarding
Paltlel can hardly be attributed to his religion. For this
reason it has been asked whether the whole tale of Rabbi
Paltiel is no more than a pure invention, or whether Paltiel
is perhaps known to the Arab historians under some other
name.
This question engaged the attention of no less a scholar than
de Croeje. He considered Paltiel to be a historic personality,
and agreed with D. Kaufrnann that ** there can be no doubt
1 Ed. Neubauer, ii, p. 129.

